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Executive Summary 

This document summarizes the most current available data on ICE detention, with 
particular focus on children in detention and family separations under the Trump 
administration’s second term (January 2025 – May 2026). The data reveals a significant 
escalation in immigration enforcement that has resulted in widespread family separation 
and increased detention of minors. 

Key Finding: The current family separation crisis surpasses the 2018 “zero tolerance” 
policy in both scale and speed, with potentially generational impacts on affected children 
and communities. 

 

1. Overall ICE Detention Population 
Metric Number Notes 

Current detention 
population 

60,311 – 73,400+ 
people 

Varies by source and date 

Peak (February 2026) 68,289 people TRAC Reports 

Baseline (January 2025) ~40,000 people When Trump administration 
took office 

Increase 50-80% increase From January 2025 to May 2026 

People with NO criminal 
conviction 

70.8% (42,722 
people) 

Most have no criminal record 

Alternatives to Detention 
(ATD) 

180,701 people 
monitored 

Electronic monitoring programs 

Top States by Detention Population: 1. Texas – 17,908 detainees 2. Louisiana – 8,115 
detainees 3. California – 5,807 detainees 4. Florida – 5,281 detainees 5. Georgia – 4,383 
detainees 

Largest Facility: ERO El Paso Camp East Montana, TX (averaging 2,505 detainees per day) 

 



2. Children in ICE Detention 

Current Numbers 

Metric Number Comparison 

Total children detained (Jan 2025 
– April 2026) 

6,200+ minors 842% increase from previous 
administration 

Daily average in detention 226 children 
per day 

10x increase from Biden 
administration 

Daily average under Biden (2024) 24 children per 
day 

Baseline for comparison 

Peak single-day count (January 
2026) 

550+ children Highest recorded 

Children detained longer than 20 
days 

1,600+ children Violates Flores settlement limits 

Children deported 3,600+ children Since start of Trump term 

Children released into U.S. 1,500+ children Often far from home 

Reported Conditions in Child Detention 

Based on court filings and family testimony from the Dilley Immigration Processing Center 
(Texas), where nearly half of detained children have been held: 

• Food safety: Families report finding worms and mold in food; foul-smelling water 

• Medical care: 700+ complaints filed; babies hospitalized with dangerously low 
oxygen levels 

• Mental health: Children experiencing self-harm, regression (potty-trained children 
wetting themselves), suicide attempts 

• Education: Inadequate access to schooling 

• Legal limits: Flores settlement sets 20-day limit on child detention; Trump 
administration is fighting to terminate this agreement 

Advocate Statement: > “Every American should be shocked that we’re incarcerating 
thousands of children. It just adds up to an incredible amount of trauma.” > — Leecia 
Welch, Chief Legal Counsel, Children’s Rights 

 

3. Family Separations 

Parent Arrests and Deportations (January – August 2025) 

Metric Number 

Parents arrested 18,400 (15,000 fathers, 3,000 mothers) 

Children affected 27,000 – 32,000 children 

U.S. citizen children affected 12,000+ children 



Metric Number 

Parents deported per month (Trump 2025) ~1,400 parents 

Parents deported per month (Biden 2024) ~700 parents 

Increase 2x increase in parent deportations 

Projected Impact Through 2029 

Based on current policy trajectories (World Relief / National Association of Evangelicals 
Report, May 2026): 

Metric Projection 

Total people who could be separated from families 1.3 million people 

U.S. citizen children at risk of losing parent(s) 910,000 children 

U.S. citizen spouses at risk of separation 272,000 spouses 

Families separated abroad due to visa pauses 150,000 spouses and children 

Complex Family Situations 

• 7,500 fathers and 1,000 mothers arrested had different nationality than at least 
one of their children 

• In ~50% of these families, siblings have different citizenships from each other 

• This creates major legal and logistical barriers to keeping families together during 
deportation 

 

4. Children in Foster Care Due to ICE Enforcement 

Federal Data (FY 2025) 

Metric Number 

Children placed in foster care (immigration-related) 232 children 

Previous year (FY 2024) 156 children 

Year-over-year increase 49% increase 

Top States Reporting 

State Children in Foster Care 

Georgia 34 

New York 28 

Tennessee 14 

Massachusetts 10 

Michigan 10 

Oklahoma 10 

Utah 10 



Important Note: This data is a significant UNDERCOUNT. California and Texas do not 
report this data, yet an estimated 36% of all children with at least one undocumented 
parent live in these two states. 

Age Breakdown of Children in Foster Care 

• Ages 11-16: 43% of cases 

• Ages 1-5: 22% of cases 

• Toddlers (1-3 years): Documented cases of children spending 3+ months in foster 
care 

 

5. Unaccompanied Minors in ORR Custody 

Detention Duration 

Metric Trump Administration (2025-26) Previous (2021-2024) 

Average days in detention 117 days ~30 days 

Increase Nearly 4x longer — 

Release Rates 

Metric Number 

Children released in NYC (2025) 870 children 

Children released in NYC (2024) 3,449 children 

Decline 75% fewer releases 

Manhattan & Bronx decline 82% drop 

New Sponsor Requirements 

Under the Trump administration, sponsors (parents/guardians) must now: - Be 
fingerprinted (previously only non-parent sponsors) - Submit to DNA testing (previously 
only when documentation was unavailable) - Complete income verification - Participate in 
in-person interviews and home visits 

Impact: These requirements have created significant barriers, particularly for 
undocumented sponsors who risk their own detention by engaging with the process. 

 

6. Deaths in ICE Custody 

Recent Data (FY 2026, October 2025 – April 2026) 

Metric Number 

Confirmed deaths in custody 16-23 deaths 

Deaths in FY 2025 31 deaths (highest annual total on record) 

Average rate (early 2026) ~1 death per week 



Contributing Factors Identified by Advocates 

• Overcrowding (facilities operating over capacity) 

• Medical neglect and delayed care 

• Limited oversight (DHS detention ombudsman office shut down May 2026) 

• Increased use of force (internal ICE records reveal widespread use of force) 

 

7. Key Concerns from Advocates and Experts 

Trauma and Long-Term Impact 

“We have now reached the metastasis of family separation under this 
administration. I don’t think we’ve even begun as a nation to grapple with the 
impact of this type of immigration enforcement and the domino effect it will 
have.” — Faisal Al-Juburi, Legal Aid Non-Profit Raíces 

“It’s leading to all the same forms of trauma that we saw unfold back in 2018. But 
the speed and the scale of the separations now is at a level we’ve never seen 
before.” — Kelly Kribs, Attorney, Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights 

Reunification Barriers 

Families separated across borders face extraordinary challenges to reunification: 

• Legal barriers: Deported parents face 10-year reentry bars 

• Documentation: No Venezuelan consulates in the U.S.; travel document 
complications 

• Logistical: Children cannot navigate international borders alone; airline policies 
vary 

• Financial: Airfare costs prohibitive for many families 

• Safety: Some parents face death threats in home countries 

“How can a six-year-old be expected to navigate customs and immigration on his 
own?” — Kelly Kribs, Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights 

Flores Settlement Under Threat 

The 1997 Flores settlement agreement establishes: - 20-day limit on child detention - 
Minimum standards for care of minors in immigration custody 

Current Status: The Trump administration is actively fighting in court to terminate the 
Flores settlement. If successful, children could be detained indefinitely until their 
immigration proceedings end (which could take months or years). 

 

8. Data Limitations 

Important: All statistics should be understood as likely undercounts due to: 



1. Incomplete reporting: ICE does not always ask arrestees if they have children 

2. Non-disclosure: Parents may not disclose children to protect them from detention 

3. Missing state data: California and Texas do not report foster care data related to 
immigration enforcement 

4. Opacity: Federal immigration detention system is notoriously difficult to track; 
detainees moved frequently between facilities 

5. Third-country deportations: Some deportees sent to countries other than their 
origin, complicating tracking 

 

9. Resources for Communities 

Legal Support 

• National Immigration Law Center: nilc.org 

• Raíces (Texas): raicestexas.org 

• Young Center for Immigrant Children’s Rights: theyoungcenter.org 

• Children’s Rights: childrensrights.org 

• ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project: aclu.org/immigrants-rights 

Data Sources 

• Deportation Data Project: deportationdata.org 

• TRAC Immigration: trac.syr.edu/immigration 

• Vera Institute ICE Detention Trends: vera.org/ice-detention-trends 

• ICE Detainee Death Reporting: ice.gov/detain/detainee-death-reporting 

Family Support & Rapid Response 

• Local rapid response networks (search by state/city) 

• Faith-based accompaniment programs 

• Know Your Rights trainings (available through most legal organizations above) 

 

10. Sources Consulted 
1. The Marshall Project – “ICE Has Detained 6,200+ Kids in Trump’s Second Term” 

(April 6, 2026) 

2. The Guardian – “Revealed: The Trump administration arrested the parents of at 
least 27,000 kids in seven months” (May 8, 2026) 

3. TRAC Reports – “ICE Detention Is Down from Its Early-2026 Peak” (April 10, 2026) 

4. Vera Institute – ICE Detention Trends Dashboard (updated April 2, 2026) 

5. NOTUS – “Trump’s Immigration Agenda Has Forced Hundreds of Kids Into Foster 
Care” (May 7, 2026) 

6. Religion News Service – “Evangelical groups warn Trump’s deportations could 
leave 1.3M ‘torn apart’ from families” (May 4, 2026) 



7. Gothamist – “Migrant children are being detained longer, fewer in NYC are being 
released under Trump” (May 5, 2026) 

8. World Relief / National Association of Evangelicals – “Joined Together, Torn 
Apart” Report (May 2026) 

9. HHS/ACF – Foster Care Data Dashboard (updated May 2026) 

10. ICE.gov – Official detainee death reporting and detention management data 

11. Deportation Data Project – Primary data source for multiple reports 

 

Document Information 

Prepared: May 2026 Data Currency: Statistics reflect data available through May 2026 
Note: Immigration enforcement data changes rapidly. Verify current numbers before 
public distribution. 

For updates or corrections, contact your local immigration advocacy organization. 

 

This document is for informational and educational purposes. It does not constitute legal 
advice. For legal guidance, consult a qualified immigration attorney or accredited 
representative. 
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