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The strong waves of Antarctica 
 gnaw at  the shores of Cape Town 
  breaking apart the granite boulders that 
   spilled into the sea long before 
    this “Destination Mall” took form. 
 
    (so Robben Island shadows the horizon.) 
 
The sorrow of this continent 
 cannot reach this shore. 
  Wealth does.  
   White wealth.  Arab wealth.  New wealth. 
    The wealth of those who spend it on possession  
 
even as the world breaks apart.  
 
  
The sorrow of this continent  
 is too great to know.  
  It pours into my coffee cup this sunny morning 
   so that I may slowly sip its bitterness. 
 
What to feel.  What to do. 
 This empty cup is all I have 
  to hold the grief of this morning 
   while sun turns the waves to glitter. 
 
Oh Mama Africa 
 Let us weep together 
  crying for your beautiful breasts  
   that once fed the Cradle of Mankind. 
 
Oh Mama Africa 
 Let us mourn together 
  Keening Into the glittering waves 
   that will drown us in their excess. 
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